Amendment Under 37 C.F.R. §1.111 
U.S. Application No. 10/716,475 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1. (currently amended): A converter feem -for converting E CL signals t o CMOS signals, 

said converter comprising:h aviftg 
an input stage, 

a level shifter stage connected to the input stage which includes an NFET differential 
stage, and 

an output stag e connected to the level shifter stage, 

wh e r e in th e l e vel shift e r stag e includ e s an NFET diff e rential stag e t he input stage or the 
level shifter stage comprising a switching-threshold control svstem including a simulating 
network which determines a reference voltage for controlling a switching threshold of the 
switching-threshold control svstem . 

Claims 2-4 (canceled). 
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5. (currently amended); A network element for transmitting signals which comprises a 
converter feem -for converting E CL signals t o CMOS signals, said converter comprising: b avrn^ 

an input stage, 

a level shifter stag e connected to the input stage which includes an NFET differential 
stage, and 

an output stag e connected to the level shifter stage , 

the input stage or the level shifter stage comprising a switching-threshold control system 
including a simulating network which determines a reference voltage for controlling a switching 
threshold of the switching-threshold control syste mw horein th e l e v e l shift e r stag e inolud e o an 
NFET diff e r e ntial stag e. 

6. (new): The converter of claim 1, wherein the switching threshold control system 
fiirther includes current-source transistors and the reference voltage is applied to the current- 
source transistors to control the switching threshold. 

7. (new): The network element ofclaim 5, wherein the switching-threshold control 
system fiuther includes current-source transistors and the reference voltage is applied to the 
current-source transistors to control the switching threshold. 
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